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ANNEX II
ASSISTANCE   TO   FRANCE   IN   THE   EVENT   OF
UNPROVOKED AGGRESSION BY GERMANY
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE
Signed at Versailles June 28, 1919*
WHEREAS the United States of America and the French Republic
are equally animated by the desire to maintain the Peace of the world
so happily restored by the Treaty of Peace signed at Versailles the
28th day of June, 1919, putting an end to the war begun by the
aggression of the German Empire and ended by the defeat of that
Power ; and,
WHEREAS the United States of America and the French Republic
are fully persuaded that an unprovoked movement of aggression by
Germany against France would not only violate both the letter and
the spirit of the Treaty of Versailles to which the United States of
America and the French Republic are parties, thus exposing France
anew to the intolerable burdens of an unprovoked war, but that such
aggression on the part of Germany would be and is so regarded by the
Treaty of Versailles as a hostile act against all the Powers signatory
to that Treaty and as calculated to disturb the Peace of the world by
involving inevitably and directly the States of Europe and indirectly,
as experience has amply and unfortunately demonstrated, the world at
large; and,
WHEREAS the United States of America and the French Republic
fear that the stipulations relating to the left bank of the Rhine contained
in the said Treaty of Versailles may not at first provide adequate
security and protection to France on the one hand, and the United
States of America, as one of the signatories of the Treaty of Versailles,
on the other;
THEREFORE, the United States of America and the French
Republic having decided to conclude a treaty to effect these necessary
purposes, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America,
and Robert Lansing, Secretary of State of the United States, specially
authorised thereto by the President of the United States, and Georges
Clemenceau, President of the Council, Minister of War, and Stephen
Pichon, Minister of Foreign Affairs, specially authorised thereto by
Raymond Poincare, President of the French Republic, have agreed
upon the following articles :
ARTICLE 1*
* In case the following stipulations relating to the Left Bank of the
Rhine, contained in the Treaty of Peace with Germany signed at
Versailles on the 28th day of June, 1919, by the United States of
America, the French Republic, and the British Empire among other
Powers :
* Article 42.   Germany is forbidden to maintain or construct any
fortifications either on the left bank of the Rhine or on the right
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